NAME _________________________________________________ DATE _________ HOUR ________

CHAPTER 3:  GROUP PMI SCENES

Read each scenario and discuss as a group what the answer should be.  If you are given a time the body is found, then the answer must also be a time.

ANSWERS:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

What are the 6 ways that we discussed how you can tell approximate time of death? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SCENE 9:

You come to a scene at 1 am on a cool spring evening at a home where there is a woman dead face up on her backyard patio.  The husband says that he and his wife ate dinner together at 6 pm, then around 9 pm he left to go out with friends and when he returned home at midnight he found his wife dead.  He didn’t touch her, but immediately called the EMS.  You see that the body is in rigor to about her knees.  Her temperature is 88.6 degrees and she has a dark reddish color on her back that still moves when pressed.  During the autopsy, you find that there is food at the beginning of the small intestine.

     When do you believe is the time of death?  (CLAIM)  Explain all your EVIDENCE that backs up your claim.  Give your REASONING for your final answer and explain if and why there might be any inconsistencies.   COMPLETE SENTENCES!
What is the purpose for finding the approximate time of death?  What are you going to use this information for?

SCENE 1:  A body is found at 11 am on November 8th.  You notice a greenish colored abdomen which is bloated.  No signs of rigor mortis are present.  Approximately when was the victim killed?

SCENE 2:  A body is found at 4pm.  There is a dark purple color on the body when you turn it over.  You press it and it doesn’t change.   Rigor mortis is also present down to the ankles.  What is the approximate time of death?

SCENE 3:  A body is found floating in a lake.  Without examining it, what can you conclude about the time of death?

SCENE 4:  A decapitated head is found and you cannot use rigor, livor, or algor mortis.  How could you possibly tell time of death?

SCENE 5:  At an autopsy, you find there to be partially digested food in the man’s stomach.  What can you conclude?

SCENE 6:  You arrive at a scene where you told that the person was missing and is thought to have died 12 hours ago.  What livor, rigor, and algor mortis signs would you expect to find?

SCENE 7:  You find a body at 2pm that is badly decayed and take some vitreous humor to establish time of death.  The potassium amount is  5.5 milligrams.  If potassium enters the eye at a rate of .3 hours after death, what is the estimated time of death?

SCENE 8:  A dead body is found at 7:30pm.  The body temperature is 83.4 degrees.  A second body temp is taken at 8:30pm and it is 81.3 degrees.  What is the approximate time of death according to this?

